
Please link to our online survey and/or add your 
comments in the atrium. Thanks



Introduction

Giles Tofield (Cultural Engine CiC, CERG)

5mins

Tony Sampson (UoE, Essex Business School, CERG) 

10min

Tom Cameron (UoE, School of Life Science) 

10mins



Introduction

Giles Tofield (Cultural 
Engine CiC, CERG)

https://culturalengine.org.uk/ 

Please link to our 
online survey 
and/or add your 
comments in the 
atrium. Thanks

https://culturalengine.org.uk/


Cultural Concepts

Tony Sampson (UoE, Essex 
Business School, CERG) 

https://www.essex.ac.uk/people/SAMPS
41407/Tony-Sampson
 

https://www.essex.ac.uk/people/SAMPS41407/Tony-Sampson
https://www.essex.ac.uk/people/SAMPS41407/Tony-Sampson


Engagement
Perception



Three Critical 
Concepts
(not a framework)

1. Emotional 
Geography

Structures of Feeling

3. Mezzo-level
Policy action, organisation, 
collaboration, cooperative, 

eco-system

2. Imaginarium
Aesthetic  Experimentation

Affect perception, 
speculative, creative 

practice



Leveraging feelings 
about place

• CERG research shows… 
people are emotionally 
enchanted by their 
environment. 

• What really changes a 
culture are the feelings 
people have for the 
places they live in (Raymond 

Williams)

• Culture like a river – 
flows of feeling & 
meandering experiences

Sampson, T. and Branch, A. 2024. Nigel Farage’s populism distracts from what people in Clacton 
are really proud about. The Conversation.

Sampson, T., (2025). Leveraging Emotional Geographies of Heritage to Boost Community 
Empowerment in Key Cities: Culture, Place and Development: Ideas for driving development 
through culture and creativity for the benefit of local people and places



Relation between feelings, culture, art… and 

policy?

Aesthetic Experience = Perception (phantasia, 

senses, feelings).

Problem of political control of perception – 

Competing enchantments.

Pragmatist approach - art as experimentation 

A New Faculty of Imagination (Imaginarium).



Response to local government issues

• Macro/Micro – Mezzo!

• New eco-systems
• Anchor institutions (universities)

• Artists and art galleries (Minories)

• Environmentalists (EWT)

• Activists

• Businesses (Beth Chatto, Red Lion Books, Colchester’s Co-
op movement) 

• Cultural CICs

The New Faculty of the Imagination

The Imaginarium

How aesthetic experimentations might 
lead to:

• Transformation of perception (new 
enchantments)

• Community engagement (emotional, 
affective, cognitive) with policy

• Communication of policy objectives



Science

Tom Cameron (UoE, School of 
Life Science) 

https://www.essex.ac.uk/people/CAMER
52908/Thomas-Cameron

https://www.essex.ac.uk/people/CAMER52908/Thomas-Cameron
https://www.essex.ac.uk/people/CAMER52908/Thomas-Cameron
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